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Bourg-St-Pierre, Valais, Swigse
10 duly, 1931

Dear Jesgie;

: 1 have rather looked for a letter from you this week -
some mail forwarded here eontained s letter from the Thornqueste
giviug their version of Nargot's death,

I left Geneva last Thursday, & rainy morning, &nd was
therefore glad that Dr, 7, Chodat came on the seame train &g it is
nhecessary to change from train to postal auto-car at Martigny, and
it was very he 1 under the circumstances teo be with some one who
understeod the 8, &8 in Switzerlend station porters seem to be
few and far beffeen (In Italy they swarmed), and ag they do not

_.'sgllly pnnou the stations, and signs are not often in plain view,
[) trains but momentarily it would 8ee, one must mske a grand
rush to ge elongings and eelf out - usually you shove your baggage
out of the ndow to & porter, - but as there were no porters at
Yartigny, and the rain pouring, it was, as I say, a wonderful aid to
have gome ii&*te help me and my things from train to bue,

- = The Bmmxg trip up to Bourg-St.Pierre fron Martigny ie a
thrilling and scenie ene, the views down over the velley of the Rhone
* @nd the/elosing in of the mountains =11 very fine even tho geen them
the ra#¥h which became hail and snow by time we reeched here, about a
mile above sem level, Also it wee as 80ld as winter time it seemed.
1 wore & lined jacket and lined coat and none too warm. The rsin
eontinued all of that day, but it cleared off the next morning and
aq"izgorious weather since would be hard to find &nywhere - gool
even to shivering, but tonioc ana pure air, and sunshine just warm
enuf to be comfortable. These people keep doors and windows open
8ll of the time. . The cards enclosecd will show you my present surround-
inge but cannct Live the beauty of the scenery with all the greens of
meadows, trees, and the rushing mountain streams, weterfalle, ete. The
Alps in this corner of Switzerland reach their highest and most rugged
development, Bourg-St.Pierre is very old, - over 1000 years or more,
a@g it was & prineipal town on this route over the vass of the Grand
St. Bernard, which has been nsed since Roman times ag the chief road
from Italy and the Zast to Torthen Turope. Alse over thie ro&ad
Napolean brought hie army, and Bourg-St., Plerre was one of his etopping
places. But teoday it i & village of ancient buildinﬁa. inhred femi-
liee, and old oustome. And yet they have eleetric lights! - made e
poseible by the waterfalls, ) »
Thie hotel 1s primitive in gtructure and furnishings, but
entirely eomfortable and the meals good enuf, Since none of the
people about the hotel speak Englieh, 1 am conetrained to make uge of
e€ll the French I can muster. The Chodats have & ehalet bLuilt on site
of an old castle or chateau, which they use &g & gummer home ,

: The alpine garden on €lipes of the hill on which the
laboratory is loeated, i &8 real roack gérden and extremely beautiful
énd interesting as here are collected about 1000 species of Alpine plants - -
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meny now in bloom, & gquite wonderful show, But I am most absorbed in the
flore of the meadows immedistely about here, &nd have been husy every day
eollecting, identifying, end meking specimens of certain ones, The variety
ie amazing., Altho I heve slready made whet seems like a larf. agquaintence
., new ones constantly come into view., All very facinating. Also we have

a had daily trips to ntnd{‘:cadow ageocistions, and today far up & mountain

or the Alpine mesdow plante, - 8leo legtures on tha’goolegg. most inter-

ting . Next week we shall take & trip to the pase of the Grand
t. g‘fnarﬂ, about 8000 above sea level, and here £c¢e the flora of the
melting snow., I feel 1 am having & wonderful ozgortunity to thus get some
real knowledge and first hand acquaintance with this eountry, such ss touriste
never realize., Bue loads and cars full of them pess here daily.

It will be & gummer without & summer (such ag we know) for me,
eand I wieh you could have some of thie coolness - it ig what you would like.
However I hope it ip not such & hot eummer as usual, the the Thornguests
letter said it been dry.

f much love to you and Mariorie,

Laure

-

ghe fellowing were on backe of postdards:

» "The landlady esa‘d ghe pgave me the wermeet room they heave - as
the ohigney from kitchen (two gtories below) rune ur the walle., Zven go 1
find the feather bed comfort, whieh has heen too warm ever gince 1 first
encountered it in Germany, is here not only endurable but most ecomfortadle,
The houre is built with walls about 2 ft, thiek, and steps are of stone,
aleo ap usual it . is on geveral levels, so I come up a #tairs and then down
to get o my room. The view from my windew ig of near mounteine, with s d
gnow k to the left, and & rushing, roaring little etream below the window."

"This shows the village of Bourg-St-Plerre. It is situated
around the bend of the road scen in background of cerd nc,l. The chureh is
very old, &nd the streets very narrow, The bur could barely get thru some
of them, espeoially to turn the ecornere. The houseés &re 8ll with "Chalet
roofe”™ - roofs made of flat stones laid on in such & way ag to be rain and
wind proof, [However there is & deijymsil -
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‘some papdr and ki & and eall 1

Bourg-Ste-Plorre, Valais, Sulsse
e 16 July, 1951

My dear Jessloe:

Glad to have your letter of June 30ths I think it better
to continue sending letters via the Cook & Co., London address, &s
when I leave here, it will be simpler to notify them, and thus far
they have boen @du proupt in forqarding my mail I &xm.

Am sorry you have had to eniwre such extremely hot weather,
but hope it is over with by this time. Ny brother also writes of saume
sort and sends ¢lipping concerning fatalities due %o it in the nar th,
Well, I should like to send you sowe of this elimate for summer, or
better still, have you here, for 1 imow 1t would sult you, Yestordiay,
we lived "in the clouds”™ most of the time as they were low on the
mountains, like a thiek fog, and s0 ehilly 1 wore twe woollen (knit)
swveaters and a trench ocoat and was none %00 warms  In the salen of
this 1ittle hotel there is a funny metal stove, (all their stoves
here peenm to bg odd, square alffairs, some of thu) in whieh they put

ta fires But I spend 1ittle
time theroe, In fast I am trying to get "hardened” to tie colder
temperature, sc every morning 1 take a ¢o ¢ bath with window
wide 9&1‘” Sometimes it makes me gasp dut I think the reaotion good,
as my ne ¢old is now but a remsant, tho I am quite sure I
had some sort of a pnewmonia, - for several days a high fever, - so
am glad to be rid of it : b

limit, to -m the upper meadow, The trail shru the woods, (spruce
and soue lareh) was beautiful, along & steep roek gorge much of the
way, and the ts very interesting of course., The |
are where they now keep their cattle, while they make hay from the
lower meadows for the win ter feed. z young man from Cenevae who is
interested in the hortigulture side of botany, and I, &
"steadies” at the Laboratory this summer, He and I are also the -
only regular boarders at this hotel, It is a station for members of
the  Club, so we frequently have transients, usually wekers.
Sinee the young man cennot speak a word of Englishb, nor can the pecple
who operate the hovel 1mautrtmuuom§harrmhxem .
muster, and it is guite fun.

The old professor Chodate (pére) is & very interssting
man, He has beem in the U.8, from N,¥. to California, apout 4 years
ago, and his observations and opinions converning us are extremely
interestings Also he uses very delightful English, so I oy
hearing him, He has given me much information coneeraing Switserland's
history, govermment, ete, He is no longer able $o take the fleld trips
but his knowledge of the flora is inexhaustible, The som is sn ex=
collent botanist, and is an interesting young man. They all live in
their chalet her during the sumser, the father, two daughters with
$®o ohiliren each, ani the son witi his wife and two eniliren,- guite
a family. They are very devoted CGenevese,~ It scvens the peeple of
each :u;.m in Switzerland are quite distinet units, much more s than
our states.

m;l 19 uly -
1 oo% above 1 have had seme rather uwnususl ex-

the
periences, The weather being fine on Friday, irs Chodat (fils), the
mng swiss botanist, and I started at 10 o'es for the Grand St.Bernard,
ir.mgr 3‘9’"‘?‘!# plant press, vaseulum,ato,
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7 A It is ut 5§ kilometers in distence (not so far in miles),
but it is uphill end some of it quite steep) all of th- way, since
the ascent 1ls to over 8000 fts 4lso we did not keep to the road, bdut
eluubered over the rocks of the glacial moraines, and al the gorge
sides, ete, wherever necessary to find the plants we were lookins for.
We ate our lunch on & sumny knoll, sheltered frem the keen wind (and
the luneh given us by our hotel lamdlady eontained some oranges from
ing deerepit affairs, but still oranges amd I find nyself rether
wishing for a good one guite ofteni) nm; surrounded by interesting
plants, Continuing, we passed up beyond the tree and sehrud
m‘ and into the nmarrow pass emong the "rugged roek pilles vast
grim®, i agross an expanse of smow and so reached tho Hospice a® o
about 41 oliey having eollected many new (to me) species, The Hospi
is over a thousand years old and iz a monastery., Until r , o
monks have fwnished free food and led to travelers, but since
the route has beecowe an automobile the erowds of ‘o\n-ntl made 1t
necessary $0 turn one of the buildings into a hotel. However since
the Chodats are on friendly terms with the monks, and have been going
%o the hospiee with their students for years, an excuption was made
and we were weloomed inte the lospice, It was a most interesting
rionee - the building itself ide of suek old time construetion,
we about & 6. thick, On entering you 1l a bell cord onoe., A
priest responds, In this case the receti riest happened to be
well known to Dre Chodat, and s0 we were soon fix with "ghambers",
I enelose & picture which will 1llustrate what m{. the guest rooms)
are like, mg: hat now there are no mosquito nets over the beds, as
there seem %o Do 1O BOSQuitoes, Each roow has 3 beds and three washe
stands, 030+, 20 I almost felt as tho I had an apartment, mmg
as

Has serd 1y clean, and plenty of bedelothes, and these 1
wers negted, as alter sunset, it seeved almost freezing cold., We
{:ﬁ sepved 4 very plain but pood warm supper in the "salle de manger"

et guarters are nngnmusl by iron grilles in the halls fron
the priests’ quarters), and after we had finished, the young priest who
had regeived us came into the dining room and got out a bottle of Chare
treuse wine and served us each sore, Then the man servitor drot in :
after dimner coffee which the priest slso had with us, Then ho got
maps anc deseribed the trip to Tibet from whieh he had just returned,
havi a" 1‘#‘-‘5‘&%@ m w for a Pﬁ“ in i‘ih:; Mwhca}sh:uu
have @ mission. Altho 8 explanations were Frene ound
it most imBeresting, and so the evening passed quickly, Altho il
80 old aud apparently primitive, the Hlospice 1s now equipped with
running water, eleetric light, steam heat, As the bed, whieh I
m;:uap in, was most ecomfortable, I soom went to sleep and was

3! p; a beal ringing at 5150, or that, bells rang most of
the tdue, for breakfust, their merning services, eto, I su + They
uite elaborate church, also a Library and Nuseum under one

3 little rrt met at 8 o0'¢. for dejeunsr (bread and sweet

butber, epffee or shocolate, and sowe sort of jam), emd then we were
soon afield, going over inte Ttaly for the moraing, and finding @
quite erent flora, 1 wish you could see the array of flowers &
blue, yellow, piumk, purple, violets, columbines, daisles, butteroups,
80!“ y hareballs, ete, eto. I & pressing speci ens of sany and
hope gome of then will retain thelr e@lore,

., After luneh and some teuhboggan our return trip,wiiech
of fouree, we iade in a few hours, a¥ 1¥ was downhill sll the way, and
not wush colleoting to be done. The whole trip was the best ono I
have: gaken in years. I thot of how your father would once have sn-
Joyss 1%, I was glad to find nyself still equal te the walking. It
wag & protiy good test, but I did not feel the Bt fagged, tho 1t has

& day piuse T have had a trip equal %o $4 but the weather
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The mountain shoes weigh about two or three pounds each and
the smallest I could {::_mo 80 mueh to big I have to wesr two pairs
g stockings (one woolen), and also have a pair of inseles to kee

em ony  “hey are studded with nalle and are gersainly effieient for
walking over roeks, and olimbing boulders, and mountain sides.

, They still raise the 5%, Bernard dogs and get quite an income
frov selling dogs for whish of course they get fine prices, There were
& dozen or so of the bis fellows (most of them young ones) about, It

the real 5%, Bsi are very shorthaireds On the outside of the
ﬁ«z:n & wark shows the deepest suow they have had - sbout 50 ft. It
mist be a terrible place in winter, Dur summer, every geod day,
8re are scores of cars and buses earrylng touriste - hundreds are fod
at the hotel, We met several parties women walkings Nost of
then were Li women, one group was from Seotland, is they were
interested in the flowers, 1 got into scmmunication with them,

Emuf, you will say, for cheel Love to you both,

Laura.
s The Tolloving were on the back of posteards Leurs enclosed:

.. "We ocare up to the Hosplee from the epposite side shown in this

Té and the snow there was still about a foot deeps By going around

e 1itile lake, one emters Italy, The Italian oustom orfisisls ave very
striot under Mussolini's regice and as 1 had not taken ny sport we
;&: sove little redtape as they rather suspected our botanical para-

Or pleture of Hospice:
"cho they uake no definite charge for food and loding, of
gourse X one puts into a little box at tls entrsnce what he thinks
he should pay,"’ 4 bty

On pleture of flowers: s o

- solors of $he flowers in this pioture are guite natural,
There are i - ioht colors - Forgetmesots and Cemtiuns are the
blune ones; Omupanula {10 purlish ooes; .yolamens are yinki Privaroses
yellowy idelwiss white, and the orange doloved composite looks liks
Hieraeium Amantiacum, while the yellow one resewblos Arnica, the brown
headed one is an omt'u&, Nigretella Nisrun « all s part of the Alpine
meadow flora « and many, NNy mores" ' -
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A g Le Grand Combin
- Bourge - S8t. - Pierre
f Aug. 6, 1931

Dear Jessie:

The "Poste" today brot me quite a mail, yours of July 23
enclosing the letters from Anna, your Aunt Ella and the Ts., among the
others - and pleased I was - for news from U,S.A., is s0 very scarce
here, - also I like to know all is well with you, since you seem far
away.

* I can appreaiate your Aunt Ella's feeling of being alone,
without the care for her father. As long as one feels useful it is
much easier to exist. I shall write her this evening also.

It is good of you to teke time and trouble to make copies
of my letters, and I appreciate it for I do not really find opportunity
to write to all those of whom I think, and also it is not worth the .
time t0 repeat my experiences. I am glad if my letters are really
of interest - they are usually written rather hurriedly.

It is good to know that hot weather is over with, and I
hope the rest of the summer will be ore endurable. I am expecting
to feel the change when I go down to the lower altitudes. Am still
wearing one or two sweaters every day altho I find I am getting more
accustomed to this ceel air. ‘Gﬂpv varies greatly sone days.
When the south wind blows, the "Foehn" they call it, it is quite warm,
but this always presages "Mauvais temps™. This waek nearly every day
has been doubtful. We are notiecing the weather especially, as one
of the cay trips over the mts. and into the next valley is scheduled
for the first good day. Anna is right in thinking of your father
in conmnection with my experieneces here. If he were as once, it
would be just what he would most enjoy. Inseets are rather rare here,
but I have seen several strange orthoptera and know they would have
been of much interest to him.

Several more students have arrived in the last two weeks.
One, a specialist in lichens from Zurich, and two niece young ladies
(Misses Pride) from Wales, also another young man from CGeneva. So
now it is guite a little company. Only one of the Welsh girls is
interested in Botany, but both like to walk.

I am just now working on the Alpine mosses. There are many,
and species new to me. VWhen I have finished with these, 1 shall have
rather ceovered the field in a general way - a birds eye view of these
Alpine associations. The lectures are extremely interesting, and
excellent practice for understanding French. The formal work will
close on the 1l5th. I think I shall leave about the 18th or 20th
and go over to the Italian Lakes for a few days, before going up to
the Black Forest in Cermany to spend about a woek, and then to
Nuremberg, up the Rhine to Cologne and to Paris for a few days before
sailing. As I am not quite certain of dates or stopovers, perhaps
you better send my mail via Thos., Cook and Son, London, after date of
leaving here, and also to Steamer "(Ceorge Washington™ sailing Sept. 10
Cherbourg, France (United Stetes Line) not later than Sept. 1.
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’.}f I am disgusted with our Legislature. Your news concerning the
Raas is of fnterest. Also very unfortunate about the Williams'
automobile aceident, but hope they will both soon recover, tho the

shock is usually the lasting effect, as I know by experience.

Anna's letter is alsc of interest. Keith is certainly a nice

young fellow. I hope he can get his college course arranced to suit
him, as he will be one to profit by it, I believe.

8o far as I ean learn, times do not seem to be any worse nor
better in our country. Over here, the failure of the German Bank
the recent "run" on the Bank of England have rather alarmed

people. A bank in Geneva failed the other week, something unheard
of there before.

I have recently written to the Thorquests, and am glad to
know Jenks has cut the grass in the grove. So far as little Margot's
body is conecerned I am satisfied with the way Dr. Porter disposed of it.
I suppose Mr. T, will try to do enuf work to earn the balance of money
paid him and some more, but I am pleased to know he has put the new
roofing on the cabin. - There was so much fruit (peaches, pears,
and grapes) in prospect, I told Mrs. T. I would furnish jars and sugar
if she would can some of it for me.

Fruit is rather scarce up here in the mountains, tho the
garden vegetables are just in their prime, especially the lettuce (so
nice and erisp) which we have for dinner every day.

Much love to you and Mar jorie;

Laura

P.S, T am unable to find your 4unt Ella's address this evening, and
so shall enclose the letter to her, asking you to please finish the
address. We are to start on a long day's trip tomorrow at 7 o'clock
80 I must to bed.




rd Sunday, Aug. 9, 1930

This letter did not get mailed on the 7th as intended, so
now 1 add a P.S, as reply to yours of July 29th wh, was most welcome
yesterday. Also I was glad to have the lews of the Legislature's
final ace hments tho my opinion concerning this sessionis un~-
fhanged. t has been amiserable waste of money wh. might have been
saved for the.state's use. I only hope it ean now be managed so the

can be run on the appropriations and within the income, tho
the curtailing of the college is very unfair. 1 hope it will not be
necessary to make the salary cuts, - it will be so much harder to
raise them again. I am glad tho that you are realizing soue return
in way of lower insuranc¢e, on yowr investment in the new roof, besides
the feeling that you are now safer from fire - something I have
rather feared for you. -

The extra cent on gas and 35% on license fee just adds =
1ittle more to the automobile owner's burden. It seems the easy way
out for finding additional revenue. Also it is a good thing to ocut
the state officers salaries, since the rest of us must go on short
rations,

Your news ¢ neerning the Sarasota Jr. College bulletin is
comforting, as it indicates pursuance of their plans, I am depending
on that work as a "life saver" in more ':is than one now. It would
scem nearly unbearable to continue an aimless living at Inwood after
this. For the Tempa projeet I imagine they will use the high school
faculty as at St. Petersburg., g

On the 7th we %took the trip over ome of the mt. ranges into
an adjacent valley. 1t was the most interesting, and also mos%t
strenuous trip yet, elouds and mist and rain were intermittant and
interfered with complete view of the landscape. It was similar to
development of a photographic film, as the e¢louds, dissolving, brought
out the seence for a time, sunlight in the green valleys very beautiful.

The botanizing was excellent, and the climb up, also descent on opposite -

side, nearly precipitous, quite an adventure. The valley is a very wild
and lonely one. Ve sat on rocks in the rain, to eat our lunches. Lxcept
for this stop we were "on the move" for 10 hours. About 20 minutes
before leaving here, there was a dreadful accident on the Gd.St. B.
road near here, a car, rounding one of the many sharp eurves, to avoid
a goat, skidded and went over a 120 ft. precipice, One man was killed
an e other so injured he is probably dead. They say it is the
first aceident of the sort, tho this seems strange as the road is very
narrow and on brink of declivities most of the way. I an still often
wishing for you as I know you would enjoy this memner of life for a

change.
Again love to you both.



